20                            INTRODUCTION
He was one type of legal monstrosity, and cthe vul-
tures of the human race from Temple or from Lincoln's
Inn', as Cooper calls them, of another.
It may be true enough that Bourgeois ascendancy in
Literature was established in the eighteenth century;
but if the citizen took to reading and play-going for his
entertainment then more than previously, he would not
always find himself flattered as much as a public with
new potentialities might expect. He might go to Drury
Lane to see The Minor > by Foote, and be told how 'the
sleek, crop-eared prentice used to dangle after his
mistress, with the great bible under his arm', and that
the estimable vices of hypocrisy, couzenage, and avarice
were typical of the fine old civic spirit. Off the stage his
manners would be noted by satiric writers in prose and
verse, for the amusement of patrons it might be, but
also because of that antagonism of temperament be-
tween the artist and the Philistine which had been at
the bottom of much literary controversy in the sixteenth
century, from Gosson onwards. Mallet's Tyburn is
equipped with a rope for the shopkeeper:
Nor let my cits be here forgot:
They know to sin, as well as sot.
Late risen from their long regale
Of beef and beer, and bawdy tale,
Abroad the common-council sally
To poach for game in lane or alley;
This gets a son, whose first essay
Will filch his father's till away;
A daughter that, who may retire,
A few years hence, with her own sire: